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The Ambassador of Spain

Embassy of Spain

39 Chesham Place

London SW1X 8SB.

Your Excellency

We are a coalition of several communities in the UK to counter the criminalisation of communities in the name of combating terrorism. 

We are writing to you about our grave concern on the arrest of 16 people amongst them 12 lawyers for alleged terrorist offences on the 12th of January 2015 in the Basque Country and Madrid.  

The 12 lawyers who were wrongfully arrested were: - Arrant Aparicio,, Ainhoa Baglietto, Ane Ituiño, Amaia Izko, Eukene Jauregi, Jaione Karrera, Aiert Larrarte, Kepa Manzisidor, Onintza Ostolaza, Alfonso Zenon, Atxarte Salvador, Haizea Ziluaga. 

After their arrest, their professional premises were searched. The 4 lawyers who were arrested in Madrid are defence lawyers in a political mass trial which was to start the following day. 

Strikingly enough all lawyers have been released two days later. All of the arrested lawyers have in common that they work as defence lawyers for Basque prisoners, some of them also lawyers.  Some of them are lawyers who have recently won  the case against Spain concerning  the Parot Doctrine  at Strasburg. 

Therefore, we can only conclude that these arrests were conducted to intimidate them, to disrupt their professional activities and to criminalise them in the eyes of the public.

We, the law abiding citizens in the European Union, find this conduct by authorities in the Kingdom of Spain indefensible, both legally and morally. By identifying these lawyers with their clients and the causes of their clients, Spain is violating the existing Covenants and Human Rights Law in the European Union. This brings your government in disrepute across many communities in the United Kingdom. 

We urge the government of the Kingdom of Spain to implement the following with the utmost urgency:-

1.The full implementation of all International and all European law ratified by Spain concerning the right to a fair trial, i.e. Art. 14 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Art. 6 European Convention on Human Rights.

2.The full implementation of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers i.e. Art. 7, 8, 16, 18


*That lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.


*The Spanish State shall ensure that lawyers 

(a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; 

(b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and 

(c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.

3.Full implementation of the conclusions in the reports of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and the UN Special Rapporteurs concerning Spain.

4.To stop the disproportionate use of pre-trial detention and pre-trial detention without a full consideration of whether detention is proportionate.

5. An independent commission to investigate the violation of the rights of lawyers in Spain, in particular of those who have been or are still are, or will be kept in detention.

6.The release of all lawyers whose detention is found to be unjustified by this commission and  compensation for human rights violations which they have suffered.

We are most grateful for your attention and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

Campaign Against Criminalising Communities (CAMPACC)

Liz Davies, barrister and Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Louise Christian, human rights lawyer, Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Bill Bowring, barrister, Professor of Law, Birkbeck; Human Rights Centre, Essex University
Margaret Owen OBE, barrister

Dr Radha D’Souza, School of Law, University of Westminster

Frances Webber, barrister, Vice-President of Hadlane Society of Scoialist Lawyers 
Tess Gill, barrister and Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Geoffrey Bindman, lawyer and Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Catrin Lewis, barrister, and Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Estella Schmid, CAMPACC &Vice-President of Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers
Saleh Mamon, CAMPACC
Derek Wall, International Coordinator of the Green Party of England and Wales

Peace in Kurdistan Campaign

Ghayas Siddiqui, academic and political activist
MAF-DAD (Association for Democracy and International Law)
Roj Women Assembly
Dr Vicky Sentas, lecturer in Criminal Law and Criminology at the Faculty of Law, UNSW
Kiko Moraiz, Founding Member, London Basque Society
Stephen Smellie, UNISON Lankarshire

Melanie Gingell, barrister, Doughty Street Chambers

Bronwen Jones, barrister . Michael Mansfield Chambers
Sarah Parker, political activist

Michael Seifert, solicitor

Professor Phil Shiner LLD, LLM, LLB, Solicitor, Public Interest Lawyers
